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NUCLEAR POWER 

120. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer the minister to the claims by the Prime Minister that nuclear power is the only solution to climate change.  
Will he update the house on the Carpenter government’s approach to this serious issue? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I think the member for his question and his commitment to opposing the nuclear industry in Western Australia.  I 
do not know about you, Mr Speaker, but I remain amazed by the recent statements that have been made by the 
Prime Minister about nuclear power. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I urge members to try to allow this chamber to continue with question time.  I call the Minister 
for Education and Training to order, and the members for Nedlands and Darling Range. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  As I said, I remain amazed by the attitude of the Prime Minister to nuclear power, and 
particularly his response just recently to what are seemingly relatively innocuous statements by Sir Nicholas 
Stern, the former chief executive officer of the World Bank, about where Australia should be going with climate 
change and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  It seems that the Prime Minister, in his response to 
Sir Nicholas Stern’s statements, is now saying that nuclear power is the only alternative energy to be used to 
address climate change. 

Mr T. Buswell:  Where did you see that? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  That is what he said.  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition should go back and check it.  
The Prime Minister said that it is the only alternative.  As one commentator said recently -  

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Vasse to order for the second time. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  As one commentator said recently - 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Dawesville to order for the first time. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I know they love interjecting on me, Mr Speaker.  As I heard one commentator say recently, 
suggesting that nuclear power is the only alternative for addressing climate change is like giving up smoking by 
going onto crack.  The position of the Prime Minister is absolutely untenable when it comes to nuclear energy - 
absolutely untenable.  What he is doing is promoting an energy source that is the most expensive, the most 
risky -  

Mr T. Buswell interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Vasse to order for the third time. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Excellent.  He is promoting a technology that is the most expensive, the most risky and the 
one that leaves -  

Dr S.C. Thomas interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Capel! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  It is the one - 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Capel to order, and I urge him to listen to the Chair.  If he wishes to 
continue to make interjections when I am attempting to silence him, I will name him. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  It is the technology that will leave the greatest legacy for humankind - a 25 000-year 
legacy - because of the nuclear waste; and yet, the Prime Minister says that it is the only alternative energy 
source for addressing climate change, with all those problems associated with it.  What the Prime Minister fails 
to take into account is the use of clean coal and the fact that Australia is one of the largest coal producers on the 
planet and has the largest coal reserves on the planet.  In the debate, the Prime Minister always forgets to 
mention gas.  Australia is one of the largest producers of exportable liquefied natural gas in the world, and we 
will become one of the largest exporters of LNG in the world.  Does that come into the Prime Minister’s 
statements?  Not at all.  Of course, we have one of the most fantastic environments in the world for renewable 
energy when it comes to solar power, wind power, geothermal energy and wave power.  All of those 
technologies are alternatives to an expensive, risky, dangerous source of energy that will leave a legacy for 
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25 000 years.  However, that is the direction in which the Prime Minister is going.  He says that nuclear power is 
the only alternative energy source. 

The way forward for Australia is carbon emissions trading.  Western Australia is one of the states that has been 
leading the nation on carbon emissions trading by putting forward various structures for the carbon emissions 
market as an alternative to nuclear energy. 
 


